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Raj Bhavan
Bhubaneswar - 751008

S. C. JAMIR
Governor, Odisha

November 21, 2015

Message

| am glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is organizing its
11th National Conference on December 25-27, 2015 at Jharsuguda in Odisha. A souvenir
“Sambhu Sandesh” is being brought out on the occasion.

Itis hearting that delegates from more than ten states will participate in the Mahasabha.
It will be an ideal melting pot of ideas and views. New ideas will emerge for the betterment of
one and all.

| send my best wishes to the organizers and participants.

| wish the endeavour all success.

S. C. Jamir)




D. O. No. - 631
Bhubaneswar
Dated : 07-12-2015

NAVEEN PATNAIK
Chief Minister
Odisha

Message

I am glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond
Mahasabha, Bhubaneswar is going to organize its 11th National
Conference from 25th to 27th December, 2015 at Jharsuguda
and a souvenir is being brought out in commemoration.

| extend my good wishes to the members of hte Gondwana
Gond Mahasabha on this joyous occasion and wish the National
Conference all success.

[«

"ﬁﬁ

(Naveen Patnaik)




Minister of Tribal Affairs
Government of India
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001

JUAL ORAM

Message

I am glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabaha,
Odisha Pradesh Committee is going to organise its 11th National Conference
on the 25th, 26th & 27th December 2015 at BTM Padia of Jharsuguda,
Odisha. On this event a data based-cum-souvenir “Sambu Sandesh” is being
published in five language to commemorate this occasion which will be

beneficial for us.

| convey my best wishes for the successful publication of the souvenir

“Sambu Sandesh” and grand success of the event.

(JIrA{




DHARMENDRA PRADHAN Date : .oooieiiiiin
Minister of State (I/C)
Petroleum & Natural Gas
Government of India
New Delhi - 110 001

Message

I am happy to know that the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is organizing
11th National Conference on 25, 26 and 27 December 2015 at BTM Padia in Jharsuguda
(Odisha). It is indeed heartening to learn that the Mahasabha is functioning as a watchdog
for implementation of various development schemes and to work for both emotional and
cultural integration of its people.

It is a matter of pride moment for me to be a part of the programme. | personally
convey my good wishes to the entire team of the Organizing Committee for success of the
event. My sincere compliment for the Organizing Committee for the same.

(D aW|ra_dhan)




ot Bhubaneswar
SHRI NARASINGHA MISHRA D.O. No. 2404

Leader of Opposition Date : 16.11.2015
Odisha Legislative Assembly
Message

| am glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gandwana Gond Mahasabha, Odisha Pradesh
Committee, Bhubaneswar is organising its 11th National Conference from 25-27th December,
2015 and publishing a Souvenir “Sambhu Sandesh” on this occasion.

Congregation of delegates of Gand Samaj from different parts of the Country at
Jharsuguda, Odisha on celebration of its National Conference is praiseworthy. | hope the
delegation will definitely play a vital role not only in development of tribal culture and education
but also create awareness among themselves to make the society socially and economically

stronger.

| congratulate the organisers of the National Conference and wish all success of the

Souvenir.

(Na singha Mishra)




Bhubaneswar

SHRI DEBI PRASAD MISHRA Date : ..coooiviviiiien,
Minister
Industries,
School & Mass Education
Odisha

Message

I am glad to know that the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha
(Odisha Pradesh Committee) is going to organise its 11" National Conference
on 26th & 27th December, 2015 at Jharsuguda and a souvenir “Sambhu
Sandesh” is bring brought out to mark the occasion. | take this opportunity to
congratulate the delegates, Participants and organisers of the conference
for their concern in social and economical development of tribal population.
| believe the conference will provide an appropriate platform to the participants
to debate, discuss, deliberate and find possible solution on the issues involving

the subject. | wish the conference and publication of souvenir all success.

Db S-mbi,

(Debi Prasad Mishra)




Bhubaneswar
SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI ARUKHA Date : ....ooeevinienenns
Minister
Forest & Environment,
Parliamentary Affairs, Odisha

Message

I am happy to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is organising its
11th National Conference from 25th December, 2015 at Jharsuguda, Odisha and a

commemorative souvenir ‘Sambhu Sandesh’ is being brought out.

The term Gond refers to a tribal peoples who live all over India’s Deccan Peninsula.
They are among the largest tribal groups in South Asia and perhaps the world. They live all
over central India, especially in the states of Maharashtra and Odisha. As “hill people,” they
traditionally have been associated with hills and uplands in the Deccan Peninsula. Their
folklore is rich and religious belief is unique. | am sure, their 11th National Conference will go
a long way in uniting them and protecting their age old tradition and culture.

| extend my greetings to all members of Gond Community and wish their conference
and publication of souvenir “Sambhu Sandesh” all success.

2. e

“(Bikram Kesh




Bhubaneswar
Dated : 09.11.2015

SHRI PUSPENDRA SINGH DEO
Minister
Housing & Urban Development
Odisha

Message

I am delighted on being informed that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond
Mahasabha is organising 11th National Conference at Jharsuguda in Odisha
from 25th December 2015 and bringing out a commemorative souvenir with
a nomenclature “Sambhu Sandesh”.

Gond, a major indigenous tribal community, thicky concentrated in the
central part of India and spread over many states in the country. This is a
welcoming initiative by the Mahasabha to bind them in a single rope identically
to promote their culture and tradition as well as the ethnic specialties. More
over this endeavour will help to strengthen and reaffirm various dimensions

of relationship among themselves.

| extent my best wishes to all the participants of the conference and

%%Kéff%@e@f

wish the publication of souvenir all success.




Bhubaneswar
SHRI SANJAYA KU. DAS BURMA Date : 17.11-.2015
Minister of State (Ind. Charge)
Food Supplies & Consumer Welfare
Employment & Technical Education &
Training, Odisha

Message

I am happy to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is organising its
11th National Conference from 25th December, 2015 at Jharsuguda in Odisha. A
commemorative souvenir ‘Sambhu Sandesh’ is being brought out to mark the occasion.

Gonds are the one of the major tribal community in India. In the socio-cultural mosaic
they are identified distinctly for their undiluted culture and inherent traditions. Gond tribe
registers their presence in many Indian states. This is a unique opportunity for the organisers
to send a positive message to each members of the community spread all over the country.

| extend my best wishes to all the delegates of the Mahasabha and wish the publication
of souvenir ‘Sambhu Sandesh’ all success.

d/lgfgl rB’M /meq

(Sanjay Kumar Das Burma)
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Bhubaneswar
Dr. ARUN KUMAR SAHOO Date : ..coovviieiiiiienn,

Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Panchayati Raj, Law, Odisha

Message

Itis a matter of pleasure that Odisha Pradesh Committee of Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana
Gond Mahasabha is going to organise its 11th National Conference from 25th to 27th
November at Jharsuguda and a souvenir titled ‘Sambhu Sandesh’ will be brought out to

commemorate the occasion.

Tribal people contribute significantly to mainstream socio-economic development,
Besides, their substantial participation in growth of our cultural resources is well acknowledged
by social scientists. A multilingual data based souvenir pertaining their culture, economic
status, educational performance will be of immense feedback that can be a vision document
as well as a strategy roadmap.

I wish the conference and the publication a grand success.




Room No. 1109, Odisha Niwas
DR. PRABHAS KUMAR SINGH Chankyapuri, New Delhi - 110 021

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(LOK SABHA)
BARGARH (ODISHA)

Message

I am very glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond
Mahasabha is organizing its 11th National Conference from 25.12.2015 to
27.12.2015 at BTM Padia Jharsuguda. To commemorate the conference,
one Souvenir named "Sambhu Sandesh" will also be published on this
occasion. This is praise worthy effort by Odisha Pradesh Committee of the
Mahasabha to organize this function in our State. | hope that the multi-
language magazine will contain useful and informative articles on culture,
economic status, and educational performance of Gond people. Further
cultural exchange will be possible in this occasion.

I wish the 11th conference of the Mahasabha as well as publication
of the Souvenir "Sambhu Sandesh"a grand success.




Qrs. No. 2/2, Type - VII, Unit - 3
Bhubaneswar
Assembly : (0674) 2536992
: Res. Office : 2395587
SHRI SANANDA MARNDI Mobile : 9437034510
Deputy Speaker
Odisha Legislative Assembly

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Akhila Bharatiya Gondwana Gond
Mahasabha is organising 11th National Conference from 25.12.2015 to 27.12.2015 at
Jharsuguda. | am elated to know that to commemorate this auspicious occasion, a souvenir
‘Sambhu Sandesh’ is being brought out. This is praise worthy effort and | hope that the
souvenir would contain useful and informative articles on culture, economic status, educational
performance of tribal people.

I wish & hope this 11th National Conference is a grand success and achieves its goal
for all round development to create a healthy Gond Samaj. | also wish the Akhila Bharatiya
Gondwana Gond Mahasabha success in all their future endeavour to carry on the good
work. | take this opportunity to congratulate all the members and delegates on this occasion.
| appreciate thier effort in organising such conference.

ananda Marandi)




Bhubaneswar
SHRI KISHORE KUMAR MOHANTY D.O. No. 5680

Chairman Date : 20.11.2015
Western Odisha Development Council

6th Floor, Rajiv Bhawan, Bhubaneswar - 1

Message

| am extremely delighted to know that the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha
of Jharsuguda District is celebrating 11th National Adhibesan on 25 to 27 December, 2015
and bringing out a Souvenir “Sambhu Sandesh” in five languages i.e. Gundi, Hindi, Odia,
Telgu & English in order to commemorate the occasion.

This National level Adhibesan will certainly percolate a message of Social, educational
& cultural upliftment among the Gond People of Odisha. Besides, this will provide a stimulus
to the local tradition and culture. The effort of the Organizing Committee is commendable.

| extend my best wishes to the organizers of the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond

Mahasabha and wish this function a grand success.




SRI DURYODHAN MAJHI
M.L.A., KHARIAR

Message

I am glad to know that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is
organizing its 11th National Conference on December 25th to 27th, 2015 at
Jharsuguda in Odisha. A souvenir "Sambhu Sandesh" is being brought out
on the occasion. It is hearting that delegates from more than ten states will

participate in the Mahasabha.

I welcome all delegates from all over India with a hope for grand success

of the conference.

(Duryodhan Majhi)
M.L.A.,Khariar




Sri Rabi Narayan Naik
M.L.A., KUCHINDA

Message

I am happy to know thatAkhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is
organising its 11th National Conference from 25th December, 2015 at Jharsuguda
in Odisha. A commemorative souvenir 'Sambhu Sandesh' is being brought out to
mark the occasion.

Gonds are the one of the major tribal community in India. In the socio-cultural
mosaic they are identified distinctly for their undiluted culture and inherent traditions.
This is a unique opportunity for the organisers to send a positive message to each
members of the community spread all over the country.

| extend my best wishes to all the delegates of the Mahasabha and wish the
publication of souvenir 'Sambhu Sandesh' all success.

(Rabi Narayan Naik)
M.L.A.,Kuchinda




Sri Bedvyas Naik
M.L.A., TELKOI

Message

It is great pleasure that Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is
organising its 11th National Conference from 25th December, to 27th December 2015
at Jharsuguda, Odisha and a commemorative souvenir ‘Sambhu Sandesh' is being
brought out.

The term Gond refers to a tribal peoples who live all over India's Deccan
Peninsula. They live all over central India, especially in the states of Maharashtra and
Odisha. As "hill people,"” they traditionally have been associated with hills and uplands
in the Deccan Peninsula. Their folklore is rich and religious belief is unique. | hope,
their 11th National Conference will go a long way in uniting them and protecting their
age old tradition and culture.

| extend my heartiest greetings to all members of Gond Community and wish
their conference and publication of souvenir "Sambhu Sandesh" all success.

(Bedvyas Naik)
M.L.A Telkoi




SRI SUBAS GOND
M.L.A., Umerkote

Message

| am extremely happy to know that the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond
Mahasabha is celebrating 11th National Adhibesan on 25th to 27th December,
2015 at Jharsuguda and bringing out a Souvenir "Sambhu Sandesh" in multi
language format in order to commemorate the occasion.

This National level Mahasabha will certainly send a message of Social,
educational & cultural upliftment among the Gond People of Odisha. Besides,
this will provide a stimulus to the local tradition and culture. The effort of the
Organizing Committee is commendable.

| extend my best wishes to the organizers of the Akhil Bharatiya Gondwana
Gond Mahasabha and wish this function a grand success.

(Subas Gond)
M.L.A.,Umerkote
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SRI RAJIB PATRA
M.L.A., Baliguda

Message

I am happy to know that Odisha Pradesh Committee of Akhil Bharatiya
Gondwana Gond Mahasabha is going to organise its 11th National Conference
from 25th to 27th December at Jharsuguda and a souvenir titled 'Sambhu Sandesh'’
will be brought out to commemorate the occasion.

Tribal people contribute significantly to mainstream socio-economic
development, Besides, their substantial participation in growth of our cultural
resources is well acknowledged by social scientists. A multilingual data based
souvenir pertaining their culture, economic status, educational performance will be
of immense feedback that can be a vision document as well as a strategy roadmap.

I wish the conference and the publication of "Sambhu Sandesh"a grand

Success.

(Rajib Patra)
M.L.A.,Baliguda
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(FOREWORD)

The grand and glorious 11th National Conference of Akil Bharatiya
Gondwana Gond Mahasabha organised by our Odisha Pradesh
Committee has arrived finally. The Conference will be held from 25th
to 27th December 2015 at BTM ground, Jharsuguda. | am thankful to
the Rastriya Committee to offer us for organizing the Conference in

Odisha. It is a momentous moment among the brothers and sisters of
all members of Mahasabha staying all over India to interact closely. It

is not just an exposition of tradition and culture; rather a platform to |4

know each other, which will strengthen to achieve our real goal. It is an occasion of
reconstruction of relationship. Message of 'unity in diversity' is spread through this event.

It is a unique opportunity to display our cultural legacy through folk songs, dances
and music flourished through centuries in the hinterlands of Gondwana with pomp and
grandeur by our talented personalities. This is a platform where we are trying to revive our
dying cultural heritage by organizing such programmes and to promote different forms of
dances, dramas, music, crafts, etc., besides creating a base for our language and literature.
On this auspicious occasion | am thankful to the contributors to the souvenir and well-
wishers, print & electronic media for their generous help and cooperation for the success of
this event.

| am also thankful to the All State Committee ,Board of Patrons, Board of Advisors ,
Office Bearers of Odisha Pradesh Committee of Akil Bharatiya Gondwana Gond Mahasabha
and District Committee along with Block, Gudi, Palli, Punja, Circles ,Panchayat and Village
Committee & family for their hard work and cooperation in making this event a grand success.
I wish for bright success in future to the awardee of Medha Samman- 2015.

| pray Bada Deo to bless everybody for success, good health, prosperity and
happiness in the forthcoming years.

(Mahendra Naik)
State President
Odisha Pradesh

AKIL BHARATIYA GONDWANA GOND MAHASABHA
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SUN TEMPLE

The Sun Temple of Konark marks the highest point of achievement of Kalinga architecture depicting
the grace, the joy and the rhythm of life all it's wondrous variety. There is an endless wealth of
decoration from minute pattterns in bas-relief done with a jeweller's precision to boldly modelled
free standing sculptures of exceptionally large size. Under the crackling wheels of past events , the
Sun Temple has lost its main sanctuary but the remaining structure and the ruins arouns testify till
today the boundless creative energy of Orissan artistes and their impresive contribution to the
treasury of Indian Art and building technique. Standing majestically on the sandy coast of the Bay of
Bengal, the porch, in its solitary grandeur is an eloquent testimony of a gracious and mysterious
past. Dedicated to Sun God, this temple was constructed by Raja Narasinghs Deva-| of the Ganga
Dynasty was dazzling supreme in the political firmament of India

FAME OF THE SUN TEMPLE

That the fame of the this temple as a wonderful
monument has spread far beyond the limits of Orissa
in the sixteen century is amply borne out not only by
the great Vaishnava Saint Chaitanya's (AD-1486-1533)
visit to the place but also by the following pithy
description which appeared in the A'in-i-Akbari of Abu'l-
Fazl, the famous chronicler of the court of Akbar (AD-
1556-1605)

INTRODUCTION

Konarak is a village located at a distance of 66
km from Bhubaneswar, the capital of Orissa and is
famous for the Sun Temple, which marks the highest
point of achievement in the temple construction of
Kalinga order in Orissa. The Sun Temple, even in the
ruined form presents a majestic appearance in the midst
of vast stretch of sand. The name is after the presiding
deity Konarka, the meaning of which is Arka (Sun) of

kona (corner). The European travellers called the main
temple as 'Black Pagoda’ while the Puri Temple was
known as 'White Pagoda', probably due to the colour
of these temples when viewed from a distance from
the coast. The black colour of Sun Temple could be
due to the accumulation of moss, lichen and other
fungal growth which turned the surface of the temple
into black colour.

The legends attribute the temple to the Puranic age,
and references are found in the Bhavishyaand Samba
Purana. This tradition is carried forward in the Kapila-
Samhita, the Madala-panji(chronicle of the Jagannatha
temple of Puri) and the Prachi-mahatmya. The traditions
attribute the construction of the temple to Samba, the
son of Lord Krishna, who after a curse suffering from
leprosy, did a severe penance for twelve years to get
himself cured. Samba cured of his illness by the god,
decided to construct the temple, and took a holy dip in
Chandrabhaga and discovered the image of god, which




was fashioned out of Surya's body by Visvakarma. The
tradition also attributes that Samba installed this image
in the temple built by him in Mitravana.

The unpublished manuscript of Madala-paniji
mentions that a temple of Konarka-deva was
constructed by one Purandara-kesari of Kesari dynasty
in the Arka-khsetra. The Ganga dynasty, which
succeeded the Kesaris and Narasimhadeva, the son
of Anangabhima constructed a temple in front of the
temple built by Purandara-kesari and installed the
image in the new temple. Narasimhadeva caused this
new temple to relieve his father's sin by not fulfilling
the promise made to the God of Puri to enlarge the
temple. Even though the tradition attributed in the
Matala-panji is not reliable, the ground evidence at
Konarak indicates that the main temple is constructed
in front of a smaller temple, which might mark the
location of the temple constructed by Purandara-kesari.
The copper plates of the successors of Ganga king
Narasimhadeva (ca. 1238-1264) too mention
Narasimha as the builder of a mahat-kutira (great
cottage) of Ushnarasmi (Surya) in the corner of Trikona
(Trikona-kone kutirakam-achikarad-Ushnarasmeh).
The identification of Purandara-kesariis also doubtful.
Some scholars feel that Purandara-kesari may be
identifiable with Somavamsi Puranjaya (7th century
A.D.) grandson of Udyotakesari and brother of Karna.

The reason for selection of this site is not known.
The temple for Sun could have been constructed
because he is believed to the healer of diseases and
bestower of wishes from very early times. The temple
became very much popular during later times and the
Vaishnavite saint Chaitanya (1486-1533 A.D.) visited
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the temple. Abu'l Fazl also mentions the temple in his
A'in-i-Akbari. Abu'l Fazl describes the temple in details,
but not its destruction or state of preservation. It
indicates that during that time the temple was in good
condition and did not face any destruction. The Madala-
panji also mentions that in 1628 A.D. the temple was
visited by Maharaja Narasimhadeva, the third king of
Bhoi dynasty of Khurda, when Bakhar Khan was ruling
the suba of Orissa on behalf of Shah Jahan.

The Marathas during the 18th century removed
the Aruna-stambha made of chlorite and placed it in
front of the Puri temple. The exact cause of the
collapse of the main sikhara is also not fully
understood. Various speculations have been made
and various causes have been attributed to its
collapse, like the damage caused due to an
earthquake, loose foundation and settlement and non-
completion of the temple itself. The last theory has
been discarded by the scholars. Evidence for uneven
settlement of plinth or sagging foundation is also not
available and hence it is generally agreed that after
the temple fell into disuse, the damage was caused
gradually and slowly. The periodic structural repairs
which were necessary could not be made after the
desecration of the temple and hence the stone
elements, particularly the massive amalaka and the
khapura members could have created heavy load over
the superstructure and caused the deterioration to
advance rapidly. The factthat the decay and collapse
was gradual is substantiated by A. Stirling, who visited
the site in 1825 A.D. who mentions that the temple
still stands, even in 1848, and a corner of therekha
sikhara remained to a considerable height.




The standing corner of the tower was further
recorded by James Fergusson in 1837 A.D. who
estimates its height as 140 to 150 feet (nearly 45 m)
and Kittoe in 1838 A.D. who estimates its height as 80
or 100 feet (ranging between 24 and 30 m). This solitary
remnant of the main temple also fell in October 1848
due to a strong gale. The visit of Rajendralala in 1868
mentions it as only an "enormous mass of stones
studded with a few papal trees here and there".

Architecture of the Konarak temple

The Konarak temple was conceived as a huge
and colossal chariot drawn by a team of seven horses
depicted in the galloping mode. The entire temple was
planned in such a way that it is fitted with twelve pairs
of exquisitely decorated stone wheels. The horses were
conceived in such a way that the Sun God (Surya)
himself drives this chariot, his place being inside the
garbhagriha. The Konarak temple also marks the
culmination of the temple building architecture in
Orissa. The humble beginning made in temple building
activities in the 7th century A.D. (Parasuramesvara
Temple being a classic example) passed through a
process of efflorescence (e.g. Lingaraj Temple in the
11th century A.D. and the Jagannath temple in the 12th
century A.D.) and finally culminated in the Konarak
Temple in the 13th century A.D.

Apart from the depiction of the stone wheels and
the caparisoned horses drawing the colossal chariot
of Sun God, the Konarak Temple is a typical example
of the Orissan temple architecture. The temple is not
differentfrom those of other regions. On plan,
the temple consists of a deul
(sanctum sanctorum or the
sanctuary), antarala,
jagmohana (porch or the
mahamandapa) and a
bhoga-mandapa, the latter
being detached from the
main temple complex as a
separate unit, but along the
same alignment with the main
temple. The only variation from
the other temples of Orissa and
that can be viewed here that the

temple proper stands on a huge platform, the sidewalls
of the platform utilised for the depiction of the richly
embellished stone chariots.

The deulis a typical rekha deula of the Orissan
order marked by the curvilinear sikhara, which could
have originally marked with the typical karma-amalakas.
The jagmohana (frontal porch, mahamandapa) is the
typical pidha deul with receding pidhas resembling a
pyramidal roof. Both the rekha and pidha deuls were
crowned by amalaka and a stupi. The rekha and pidha
deuls are square on plan inside, while the outside is a
typical example of a pancha-ratha structure known as
rathas or pagas in Orissan architecture. The central
projection, also the most pronounced one is known as
raha paga, while the middle one is anuratha-paga and
the corner one is known as kanika-paga. Apart from
these major projections, numerous other minor
projections and recesses could also be discernible.

On elevation, both the pidha and rekha deuls
are divided into the components namely, pishta (or
jangha, the platform), bada (the wall portion, the vertical
wall), gandi (the portion immediately above the bada,
the 'the trunk portion of a body'; in a rekha deul it is
curvilinear, while in a pidha deul it is pyramidal) and
mastaka (the crowning element, 'head’; it consists of
beki (neck), amala, khapuri, kalasa). It is also easily
discernible that there is no marked difference between
the pidha and rekha deuls up to the top of the bada
portion. The bada portion further consists of pabhaga
(foot) which is composed of five broad mouldings, tala
jangha (lower shin), bandhana (a set of
mouldings which divides the jangha
into two, namely the tala and upara
jangha), upara jangha (upper
shin) and the veranda which
. is again a set of mouldings,

¢ the number may vary, here
in the pidha-deul there are
ten mouldings.

: The pidha-deul as
described above is inthe form
of a stepped pyramid with
receding tiers of pidhas,
arranged into three tiers, called as




potalas. The gandi portion of the pidha-deul is preserved
fairly atthe Konarak temple. However, the gandi portion
of the rekha-deul and a large part of the bada had
collapsed long ago. Even the extant remains of the
rekha-deul remind us of the typical superstructure it
should have once had. The bhoga-mandapa as stated
above is detached from the main temple structure. The
mandapa is a pillared edifice, now open to the sky.

The stones are laid in ashlar masonry, the
individual stones were carved and finished smoothly
and hence the joints are less visible. These stones were
placed on one another firmly due to their own weight
supplemented by the use of iron dowels to hold them
properly in their place.

The evidence indicates that three different kinds
of stones were used in the temple construction. The
stone type known as khondalite was used largely for
the temple construction while the high quality chlorite
was used for the doorjamb and some sculptures. The
interior core of the temple and other structures were
largely constructed using the laterite stones. The
selection ofkhondalite whichis a variety of garnetifeours
felspathic gneiss that is prone to easy weathering and
chemical alteration had been a major cause in the
gradual disintegration of the temple. Most of the garnet
composition is decomposed into a spongy mass of
oxide which is further deteriorated by the saline winds
and heavy rainfall witnessed in this region. Hence it is
been an arduous task conserving this temple.

The temple complex consists of the Temple 1
(main temple complex), Temple 2 (Mayadevi Temple),
Temple 3 (Vaishnava Temple) and many other
subsidiary structures like the gateway, well, kitchen,
enclosure wall, etc.

As described above, the entire temple was
conceived as a huge and colossal chariot drawn by
seven horses (three on the northern side and four on
the southern side) over twelve pairs of stone wheels.
The twelve wheels may symbolise the twelve months
of the year.

Immediately below the platform and the bada is
noticed an upana, which is a ledge-like projection and
treated with decorations in friezes. The friezes are

decorated with various themes, and the most recurring
one is the elephant. The elephant motif is in various
attitudes - elephants in defile, uprooting trees and
branches, consuming the uprooted ones, feeding the
younger ones, giving birth, fondling the younger ones
and mates, etc. The next motif which dominates the
upana is the military marches and processions. The
procession consists of elephants, cavalry and infantry.
The hunting of animals is also another theme that is
depicted in the upana portion. Very often the king
himself is shown hunting a boar or a deer and rarely a
lion. The other themes that can be noticed are of the
caravan scenes, pulling of a long rope by athletes,
armed prince on a horseback, etc. The depiction of
giraffe on the south side of the upana is an interesting
and noteworthy one.

The bada or the platform of the temple is also
richly sculpted and decorated in various bands. The
bada portion of the temple measures nearly 4 m in
height. The lower portion of the bada is further sub-
divided into several bands that are depicted with various
motifs like lotus petals, beaded pendants, creeper in
foils and flowers, leaves and differentanimals. The bada
portion also consists of several upright slabs and in
between these slabs are niches many of them
decorated with beautifully sculpted kanyas (damsels)
in various moods and attitudes. They are shown as
wringing water from the wet hair, standing nearby a
half-opened door, standing underneath a tree, holding
a branch of a tree, caressing a pet bird, making toilet,
simply in a standing pose, playing musical instruments,
etc. The upright slabs are also decorated with motifs
like a rampant vyala (a leonine figure on an elephant),
erotic and amorous figures, nagas or nagis, each with
human bust, a multi-hooded canopy and the tail of a
serpent coiling round a pillar, beautifully depicted
kanyas, miscellaneous figures, efc.

The wheels as already stated above, shown
along the northern and southern walls of the platform
holding the pidha and rekha deuls are another
specimen of exquisite and skilful decoration of the
Orissan sculptural art. Each wheel consists of a central
hub and sixteen spokes, out of which eight are broad
and eight thin. The hub and spokes are intricately




decorated and sculpted with various figures
and motifs. The spokes of the wheels are also
sculpted in such a way that they broaden at
the centre like that of a diamond and are *
thinner at the ends. The spokes are minutely @

carved with motifs like scroll-work, floral
motifs, creepers and foliate, beaded strings
and stylised chaitya windows. The central
portion of the spokes which resemble a
diamond is also relieved with various deities
like Isana, Isani, Surya, Vishnu and his
incarnations), erotic and amorous figures,
kanyas in various poses, a nobleman with a
man standing with folded hands, a princely
cavalier, man playing on cymbals, a boar

hunting scene, elephant riders, hunting scenes, etc.

The axle of the wheel also contain deities like a god
with a goddess, Gajalakshmi, Krishna playing flute,
gopis and cows, Narasimha, king on an elephant, etc.

The mouldings of the pidha deul are also richly
decorated with various sculptures and motifs. The bada
portion of the pidha deul consists of several mouldings
known as pabhaga, lower jangha, bandana, upper
jangha and veranda, which in turn are sub-divided into
several minor mouldings and richly decorated. The
depiction of beautifully sculpted navagriha panes is
noticed on the architrave portion of the pidha. The
grihas which are depicted include that of Surya (Sun),
Chandra (Moon), Mangala (Mars), Budha (Mercury),
Brihaspati (Jupiter), Sukra (Venus) and Sani (Saturn).
The Rahu and Ketu are also depicted nearby.

Among the doorframes, the eastern one is well
preserved and nearly complete. The northern
doorframe is also partially preserved. These
doorframes were carved out of the high quality chlorite
stones. The doorframes are another excellent
specimen of decorative art. The doorjamb is divided
into eight divisions. The base of the each facet or
division consists of a sculptural motif, starting from the
innermost, are a demonish figure, standing naga, two
kinnaras (half animal and half human), a female, a male
and a man with cows. The remaining portion on the
three faces of the jamb is decorated with low relief
sculptural decorations like foliated leaves, double coil
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of a hooded naga couple, succession of miniature
pavilions with vajra-mundis containing figures, a motif
with frolicking boys shown on a meandering creeper,
vertical series of dwarf pilasters, succession of pavilions
with erotic or amorous figures and sapuria (a motif
containing fruits resembling pineapples).

As mentioned above, the entire gandi with the
upper portion of the bada of the rekha deul has
collapsed long time ago. However, the curvilinear shape
of the sikhara could be gleaned out from the extant
remains. The evidence of pabhaga, lower jangha,
bandhana, upper jangha, veranda, gandi, etc could be
discernible here. The lower jangha had provision for
the housing of dikpalas, three of them are at present
placed inthe Konarak Museum, namely, the Agni, Yama
and Nirruti, while the sculpture of Isana is now
preserved in the National Museum, New Delhi. Several
sculptures that might have originally adorned the rekha
deul were also found in a clearance operation in 1906-
07. These sculptures consist of one of the Adityas,
worship of Jagannatha, Mahishasuramardini and linga,
a marriage scene, King Narasimha in the company of
priestly figures, King Narasimha on a swing, King
Narasimha practising archery and a teacher discoursing
to his pupils.

The depiction of parsva-devatas, representing
Surya could be seen on the lower jangha at the south,
west and north raha portions. The depiction of Surya
on the southern niche is over a saptaratha chariot drawn




by seven horses, the charioteer
Arunais also depicted. The god
Surya s shown depicted with all
the paraphernalia including
kinnaras, his four wives namely
Rajni, Nikshubha, Chhaya and
Suvarchasa. Usha and
Pratyusha the two divinities are
also shown who represent
dispelling darkness by shooting #
arrows.

A modern flight of steps &
along the northern face of the
niche containing the western §
parsva-devata leads into the &
sanctum sanctorum. The B
sanctum contains a richly and &
lavishly decorated chlorite
stone platform which could & remi 2
have once supported the presiding deity of the temple
The pedestal was found empty when it was first cleared
off the debris. The Madala-panji mentions that the
image was removed to the precincts of the temple of
Jagannatha.

The doorframe of the sanctum is also richly decorated
as that of the eastern doorframe of the pidha deul.
The porch has staircases on its three sides and once
it was originally guarded by a pair of colossi, two lions,
each rampant on a crouching elephant, on the east,
and two elephants on the north and south.

Tothe front of the eastern staircase of the porch,
once stood the free-standing chlorite pillar, the dhvaja-
stambha, with Aruna, the charioteer of Surya as the
crowning element. The Aruna-stambha could be seen
now in front of the main gate of the Jagannatha temple
at Puri.

Aspects of conservation

Another interesting aspect of the Konarak
temple complex is the collapse of the main temple.
Some scholars even believe that the main temple was
never completed. Percy Brown asserted that the temple
collapsed even before its completion. This theory, is
however, not believable. The erection of the temple

was undoubtedly the greatest
achievement of Narasimha .
This fact was repeatedly
recorded in the copper plate
charters of his successors. The
reference to this temple in the
records of the successors of
Narasimha | clearly proves that
the temple was completed and
the latest known reference
made in the Kenduli plates of
Narasimha IV of the Saka year
1305 (1384 A.D.) shows that at
that time the monument was in
a perfect state of preservation
and the presiding deity was
% under worship. There is an
inscription datable to the 14th
century on the temple itself
mentioning assignment of
deities of rituals to various officials of the temple. This
means that the temple was completed, and ceremonies
connected with worship were started. This evidence
comes out from many other texts. Abul-Fazl, the famous
historian of Mughal Emperor Akbar's court (1556-1605
A.D.) in his Ain-i-Akbari gave an account of the temple
of Konarak standing in great prosperity. The European
sailors accounts also mentioned about the "Black
Pagoda" and "Jaggarnut Pagoda".

However, in course of time the main temple has
collapsed. Rajendra Lal Mita while visiting the temple
in 1868, and Hunter in 1870, have recorded eye
witness accounts of the ruins. There is something
mysterious about the collapse of the temple, when
temple of similar dimensions built earlier at Puri and
Bhubaneswar stand today without major decay. Some
scholars believe that the reason was a natural
catastrophe like lightning or an earthquake. James
Fergusson was of the view that it was because of the
marshy foundation which could not support the
enormous mass. There is also a theory that
Kalapahar, a Muslim invader who desecrated the
Jagannath temple at Puri in 1568 also attacked the
Konarak temple paving the way to the ruin of the
temple.




The temple in any case was exposed to very
adverse conditions of nature like nearness to the shore,
heavy monsoon showers, growth of vegetation on the
temple, and saline affect. The temple was never
repaired or maintained since its construction. In 1929
a stone which was covered with moss and lichen was
examined by P. Parya, a Botanist of international repute.
There were 357 layers on the stone. Accepting that
one rainy season was necessary for deposit of one
layer, 357 years must have elapsed for the formation
of 357 layers. So the monument must not have looked
after since the year 1573 A.D. In view of the long years
of neglect, the dilapidation of the temple might have
happened in the course of a slow and gradual process.

During the British rules, steps were taken for
conservation of the remaining part of the temple. To
save the Jagmohan from possible collapse, the four

entrances were permanently closed, and the interior
was filled with sand vertically from the top by drilling a
hole and pouring sand through a funnel. This was
started in 1901 and completed in 1904 under the
supervision of Bishan Swarup, Executive Engineer.

The conservation of the remaining part of the
Konarak temple is still a challenge before the
Archaeological Survey of India which took charge of
the temple in 1939. A.L. Basham as said "if the world
wishes Konarak to be preserved for posterity, action
and expensive action such as a developing country
cannot afford alone must be taken soon".

In the year 1984, the Sun Temple at Konarak
was inscribed as a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO
in due recognition of its "outstanding universal value",
and its uniqueness as a heritage of the mankind.




GONDS MOVEMENT IN SAMBALPUR AND
ROLE OF KOLABIRA FORT

Dr. Dharmendra Kumar Mishra

Gonds were the fighting
forces of western Odisha. They
have played animportant role inthe
history of Sambalpur and as per the
census of 1901 their population size
is 63,248, second among others
castes in the Sambalpur district™.
Out of sixteen estates under
Sambalpur raj, ten estates were
ruled by Gonds and rest by others,
whichis the prime cause that Gonds
have taken leading role in the
freedom movement of this area.
Table 1 depicts a detail picture of ' %
Gonds ruled estate in Sambalpur ¥
district in 1857. In most of the
villages Gonds fills the post of
Jhankar or principal watchmen - an
honourable post and a secondary
village priest, responsible to
propitiate the local earth god (gram debata) and there by
ensure good harvest?. Gonds were usually agriculturist
by occupation but appointed as zamindars under the
Chauhans of Sambalpur.

Mishra (2012) describes that Gonds zamindar of
Sarangarh and Raigarh of Chhattisgarh state helped
Baliara Singh (1617-1657), the fifth raja of Sambalpur in
carving out the vast dominion over eighteen garhs®. In
social hierarchy they were divided into, Raja or Raj Gonds
- the noble class and Dhur or Dust Gonds- represented

inthe lower stratum. The Raj Gonds
generally wore a sacred thread like
that worn by Brahman as they
believed that the Brahman had
stolen their sacred thread, claimed
themselves as the son of soil. Being
a prime caste in the district, blind
and absolute support of all the ten
Gonds zamindars as mentioned in
§ the table no 2 had arisen
&% Sambalpur freedom movement to

= its peak, known by the common the

& man as 'Gondmaru'. During
Maharattha rule and in their line,
people of Gonds community
created a terror among villagers and
snatching, mainly from wealthy
class, which even continues during
British rule is popularly called as first
and second phase of 'Gondmaru’
respectively®. But according to Bohidar (2006) Gonds and
Paikas under Sri Krushna Chandra Singh, son of
deceased Karunakar Singh, the 3rd Gond Zamindar of
Kolabira, with revenge in their mind, attacked Britishers
after illegal execution of his father Karunakar Singh,
where innumerable Gonds lost their life, which is called
as 'Gondmaru®. But Hassan (2001) describes
'‘Gondmaru’ as massacre killing of Brahmins and Kultas
populace, who were distressing and snatching outsiders
by Gonds community®.

O'Malley, 'Bengal District Gazetteers-Sambalpur', p.65
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unpublished text written by Janmajaya Bohidar on 'Kolabira Freedom Struggle by Karunakar Naik and Kolabira fort' dated- 11/02/




Installation of Narayana
Sing, an old and incapable man and
heir of Chouhan family on throne
of Sambalpur on 11/10/1833 arouse
Gonds against Britishers.
Supporters of Narayana Singh
killed Bhalabhadra Singh; the
Gonds zamindar of Lakhanpur, a
strong supporter of Surendra Sali
further intensified the Gond
movement against Britishers.
Narayana Singh died on 19/09/
1849.7

The rebellion of Sambalpur
in 1857 was mainly a tribal rebellion
where Gonds zamindars of
Kolabira, Paharsirgira, Bheren,
Kharsal, Kodabaga, Laida,
Loisingha, Machida, Mandomahal, Patkulunda etc, have
taken a key role to support Surendra Sai. They give up
their every comfort, left their families as well as homes
and resorted to jungle life. They were noted for their
bravery, scarifies and heroism. They were arrested in
mass, imprisoned at different jails, trailed at fast track
courts and hanged (even some time illegally executed),
killed at various military operations and lost their entire
estates/property. With espouse of these people, Surendra
Sai was able to organise rebels in groups at different
locations®.  Bhalabhadra Singh, the zamindar of
Lakhanpur was first and prominent among all Gonds
zamindar, who organized them to fight against foreign
rule in 1827, however was killed in 1837 as a traitor
showed way to the forces of raja of Sambalpur to his
resting place for which the Gonds got more incensed to
fight. Also increased revenue from Rs.8800 in 1849 to
Rs.74, 000 in 1854 caused anger among Gonds
zamindars was another reason for which they become
more united against Britishers.®

The Gonds ruled in Bheren estate (also called as
Besaikela) before coming of the Rajput Chouhan to
Sambalpur and its fearless zamindar Abdhut Singh

turned himself into rebel when
insulted by Britishers for delay in
payment of revenue to government
and joined hands with Surendra
Sai during his first phase of
freedom struggle (1827-1840),
responsible  for  grabbing
government food storage of
Padampur, located near Kapilapur
on Belphar-Kanaktura highway,
now submerged at Hirakud basin,
twice on 23/07/1830 and 23/07/
1832. He also made a quick and
close escape from Captain
Thomas Wilkinson on 16/12/1830
after which he was sheltered by
Bhalabhadra Singh, the zamindar
of Lakhanpur at Debrigarh fort,
located at Baraphar hilltop, where he was attacked from
three sides of hill by Lieutenant Higgins led Ramgarh
battalion, Subedar Gurudayal Tiwari and forces of queen
of Sambalpur and Britishers led by Jay Bohidar
respectively, which he successfully tackled with
continuous flow of arrows from hilltop. Zamindar of
Kodabaga and Paharsirgira also helped Abdhut Singh
and Bhalabhadra Singh. Debrigarh mountain peak was
situated at a height of 2267 feet (691 meter) used to be a
strong hold of rajas of Sambalpur, where Bhalabhadra
Singh was Killed. It is also said that Maharattha under
Chandaji Bhonsala arrested raja Jayat Singh and his son
Maharaja Sai from Debrigarh fort, where there is a large
hill cave, called as 'Bara Bakhara' capable of holding 400
people. However on advice of Britishers, Narayana
Singh, the proxy king of Sambalpur, restored the
confiscated property of Abdhut Singh to him. Both Abdhut
Singh and Bhalabhadra Singh also set fire on a British
camp on 08/01/1831.° Burkodar Singh was last zamindar
of Bheren, whose father Balaram Singh married in
zamindar family of Kubedega, who died without male
heirs, leading to its possession by Bheren. Abdhut was
killed in an action with British troops while other family
members surrendered.™

7. Mohapatra, R., 'Role of Veer Surendra Sai against the British Colonialism in Sambalpur', p. 5
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10. Panda, D.K., '"Veer Surendra Sai', pp.14-16
11. Singh Deo, J. P, ' Study on the Cultural Heritage of Bargarh District, Orissa, India' p.5




Another Gonds zamindar Sri Janardan Singh
along with his two brothers Khageswar Singh (Nannha
Diwan) and Fathe Singh of Paharsirgira, very loyal and
trusty supporter of Surendra Sai taken leadership after
death of Bhalabhadra Singh, who was spontaneously
supported by Kamal Singh, Nilamber Singh and
Khageswar Singh, the three capable and self motivated
sons of deceased Bhalabhadra Singh, the zamindar of
Lakhanpur. On 12/02/1858, A.P. Woodbridge led 40
Madras Native Infantry (MNI) and captain E.G. Wood led
Nagpur Horse regiment, jointly attacked Paharsirgira, on
their way to reoccupy Singhoda Ghati, where in between
the joint of two mountaintops and inside a stone barricade
of 30 feet length, 30 feet breadth and 7 feet height,
Janardan Sigh, Khageswar Singh and Fathe Singh
encamped and mountain peak was strongly fortified by
rebels under Janardan Singh. British army was compel
to move toward the back due to continuous flow of bullets,
arrows and stones from the mountain peak and unable
to climb up, however Woodbridge along with some
soldiers able to mount the peak from backside with help
of a rope and was killed by Janardan Singh along with
some of his soldiers. On 14/02/1858, Captain Ensign
Warlo proceeded to Singhoda Ghati, recovered headless
and naked corpses of Woodbridge and others hanging
from trees in the mountain peak. He brought the dead
body from there to Sambalpur on back of a horse where
it was cremated. Just three days after the incident of
Woodbridge's death on 15/02/1858, Maj. Beats died at
Sambalpur leading to mourn among Britishers.!?
Vindictive British force commanded by Foster started
attack and arrest of rebels with a missionary zeal and
arrested another close associates of Surendra Sai, the
Gond zamindar of Kharsal, Sri Dayal Sing during last
week of February, 1858 and trailed his case at fast track
court and finally executed on 03/03/1858. However
Mahalik (2007) described that Kharsal fort was attacked
by Britishers in 1860 and its zamindar was hanged by
Britishers for taking active part in the revolt of Surendra
Sai®. Meanwhile, one Chandra Gountia, the Gond
zamindar of Loisingha makes up his mind to give up rebel
and live in rest. His wish to surrender before Britishers

was suspected and hence debarred from surrender on
20/03/1858 and told to stay at Sambalpur.* Zamindar of
Kodabaga was also arrested during same period and
sentenced life time imprisonment. Kharsal was formed
during the regime of Baliara Singh (1617-1657), the 5th
raja of Sambalpur by grant of a village to one Gond,
named Uddyan Singh, for his loyal service to raja and it's
headquarter was at Kanakbira.

Zamindars of Kolabira were pioneer in organized
the Gonds community in the entire Sambalpur district and
always tried for their betterment. Gallantry shown by the
third zamindar of Kolabira, Karunakar Singh was well
known among all close associates of Surendra Sai as he
had taken leadership among the rebels in absence of
Surendra Sai, who was almost a second line leader in
team Surendra Sai. O'Malley (1909) in page thirty one
describes Karunakar Singh as ' the chief of Kolabira or
Jaypur was one of the most powerful of these zamindars,
and on his taking up the rebel cause, many of the others
followed from the force of example, or were compelled
to join by the more influential'. In the language of Mishra
(1986) 'the Kolabira zamindar, Karunakar Singh, was the
chief of all rebel zamindar'. But till today the writer is
unable to get any evidence of his association with
Surendra Sai during his first phase of freedom struggle
(1827-1840) while there are enough reliable facts and
huge undisputed evidences available at different archives
of Sambalpur, Bhubaneswar, Nagpur, Patna and London,
which not only tale us the glorious association of
Karunakar Singh with Surendra Sai during his second
phase of struggle (1857-1863) but also confirmed his
dynamic leadership, that he had taken in absence of
Surendra Sai. Misra (2002) in page 113 described him
as a 'leading activist' among all followers of Surendra
Sai.

For removal of social evils among Gonds
community, Lal Rajendra Singh, the nineth zamindar of
Kolabira and member of Odisha assembly has taken
several steps through regular follow up in their community
or jati meetings/conventions called as 'Sadbansi (Gonds)
Keshatriya Mahasabha'. He was also president of Jaypur

12. Panda, D.K., 'Veer Surendra Sai', pp.36-38
13. Mahalik, N., 'Freedom Struggle in Ghans (Bargarh)', p. 71.
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Gonds Samaj. However, the first Gonds convention or mahasabha was held on 19/05/1940 at Sanua village (a
station in between Nagpur- Howrah railway line) in Jharkhand under the chairmanship of Sri Nrupalal Singh, the

seventh zamindar of Kolabira estate who was also nominated member of first pre-independence Odisha assembly.
15

Table 1: Feudatory Estates of Sambalpur District in 1857

Name of Social Group/ Area Name of | Social Group/ Area
Zamindaris Caste/Race (in Square Zamindaris | Caste/Race (in Square

Miles) Miles)
1. Borasambar Binjhals 841 9. Patkulunda Gonds 06
2. Barpali Chauhan Rajput 98 10. Kolabira Gonds 278
3. Bijepur Kulta 83 11.Rampur Others 149
4. Ghans Binjhals 40 12.Rajpur Chauhan Rajput 36
5. Bheran Gonds 33 13. Kodabaga Gonds 29
6. Kharsal Gonds 28 14 Machida Gonds 10
7. Paharsirgira Gonds 17 15. Laida Gonds 41
8. Mandomahal Gonds 07 16.Loisingha Gonds 95

Source: Bengal District Gazetteers-Sambalpur (1909)

Table 2: List of Gonds Estates and their Chiefs under Sambalpur District

SI. No. Name of Gonds Estates
1. Bheran(Besaikela)
2. Kharsal
3. Kolabira
4, Kodabaga
5. Laida
6. Loisingha
7. Machida
8. Mandomahal
9. Paharsirgira
10. Patkulunda

Name of the Gonds Freedom Fighters
Abdhut Singh (died in war) and his son Monahar Singh
Dayal Sardar. He was hanged on 03/03/1858

Karunakar Singh and his brother Khaga Naik and
nephew Kanehai Naik

Anjari Singh (some writer called him as Abhari Singh).
He got life imprisonment

Jai Singh

Arjun Singh and his son Chandra Singh, Madhu Singh
Dhaneswar Singh. ( also called as Dhanu Singh)
Annanta Sai, Arakhita Gountia

Janardan Singh and his brother Khageswar Singh
(Nannha Dewan) and Fathe Singh

Pitamber Singh

15 (unknown writer)Jati Siddhanta Chandrika, p.1
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ERELIGIOUS FESTIVALS OF GONDS]

The festivals of Gonds can be categories as
belonging to traditional one and newly acquired one as
a result of association with Hindus. The traditional
festivals are also gradually acquiring Hindu way of
worship. For example - Gouri Puja which is mainly
performed to worship different totems of Gond clans
has taken a new direction by worshipping Iswar Parvati
cult which is essentially of Hindu origin. Offerings of
cocoanut, plantain, sacrificial animals like goats and
fowls. The priest is the Dehuri of a village.

CHAITRI FESTIVAL

In Chait (March) a Festival Called Chaitrai is
celebrated in Bastar, Orissa and Andhar Pradesh. A
pig or fowl offered to the village gods and the new beans
and jowar or other food are offered uncooked. After
dancing and singing for the whole night they start eating
the new foods.

NUAKHAI

Nuakhai is an agricultural festival. This ceremony
generally takes place in the bright fortnight of
Bhadraba(Aug-Sep) on an auspicious day. On this
occasion preparation of new rice are offered to gods,
goddesses and ancestors after which members of the

o

family alongwith friends and relatives partake of the new
rice. The head of the family officiates in this function.

PUS PUJA

Pus Puja is performed to worship the great Kunda
Deo, the priest is Kumura. The shrine is cleared and
worshipped by the priest. This ceremony generally takes
place in the bright fortnight of Pusa on Shyama Dasami.
Fowls and goats are sacrificed by the Kumura. Their
heads are cooked and eaten by Priests. The rest are
taken away by those who bring the animals. When they
return the priest is honoured by the villagers with blowing
of Conch shell and 'hulhuli’ (a Hindu way of Welcome).
Next day the Kumura goes to worship at shrine. Being
possessed by the the deity he takes with the villagers
on behalf of the deity. The shrine is generally situated
outside the village. The festivals lasts for four days.

LOCHHE LOKA PUJA

Lochhe Loka Puja is observed in honour of all field,
mountain and forest Gods specially for which hares are
sacrificed. Village Dehuri performs the worship during
the dark fortnight of the month of Pusa. Masan Debota
is also worshipped in the same month to save people
from the wrath of evil spirits.




HUMA DEVI PUJA

Huma devi Puja is prototype of Agni Puja of Hindus
on the full moon day of the month of Magha(February
). But Gond perform it in the Falguna (March) full moon
day. Sacred is lighted by caused by heating iron
implements and inserting them inside a water vessel.
Mangala Osa, essentially a Hindu festival is observed
by the gonds with the help of a Brahmin Priest. Mangala
is identified with Goddess of Wealth(Laxmi).

Tulsi Plant is worshipped by the Gonds during the
month of Kartika (November) which is called kartika
Brata. Sudasa Brata is also observed by Gond women
with the help of Brahmin Priest. Before reaping low land
paddy Gonds perform Maili puja in honour of the
Goddess Maili Pidhi enshrined at the end of the village
under a grove. The village priest feats on a day fixed by
the villagers during the month of Kartika(November).
This Goddess is identified with earth Goddess and
Worshipped for bumper crop. Fowls and pigeons are
sacrificed during night. Chordia Puja is performed by
individual families or groups of families of a single
lineage at the time of reaping. Siva Ratri festival is
observed in Gond Society on the 14th day of the dark
fortnight in the month of phalguna(Feb-March). Laxmi
Puja is observed in the Gond Society in the month of
Margasira (Nov-Dec) on every Thursday. On the
Thursday the house and courtyard are decorated with
chita and Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity,
is evoked and worshipped. The last Thursday of the
month marks the end of the puja when rice, cakes and
other preparation of sweets are offered to the goddess.
Khanda Puja is observed by Gonds in the month of
Dasahara(Sept-Oct). This festival is held to please the
goddess Durga and in order to show their efficiency as

a Kshatriyas. In this festival they worship Khanda or
sword. Jangha and Linga puja was also celebrated in
the month of Pusa in western Orissa, particularly in
Saintala in Bolangir district of Orissa.

Besides all above the puja, they also belive in
omens and witchcraft very much.

OMENS

If a Gond, when starting on a Journey in the
morning, should meet a tiger, cat, here or a four horn
deer, he will return and postpone his journey, but if he
meets one of these animals when he is well on the way
it is considered to be lucky.

Gonds also belive in witchcraft and sorcery and
the man who practices these are called Pungunia and
is very much dreaded. There are witch doctors who also
cure these types of cases. These are known as Raulia.
Raulia can also be a Pungnia and practices both black
and white magic. Gonds also believe in ghosts whom
they call Preta. The souls of deceased are believed to
roam as pretas till they are united with Bura Deo.

In brief it may be stated that the Gonds have
incorporated a number of Hindu Gods and Goddess
into their pantheon although they continue to worship
their traditional deities. Their religious festivals are
getting transformed into their pantheon although they
continue to worship their traditional deities. Their
religious festival are getting transformed into hindu way
of worshipping which is observed from the use of
Brahmin Priests and ritual objects like Cocoanut,
Plantain, Conch and Hulhuli (sacred sound by women).

Lecturer in History
Anchalik college Paharsrigida,
Bargarh
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JANGHA DEO BADA THAKURA

Premananda Majhi

The story or tradition of “Jangha Deb”
is like this-

A godly person of the ‘Gond’ tribal
community of Phuljhar had a dream. God
Vishnu asked him in the dream to make a
pilgrimage to Ganduki river in Bihar where |,
in the jungle on the river coast he will find

an Iconin the shape of two jointthighs made L= & & J

of wood hanging on a Siali Bush. He should make haset
to receive the same and bring it to his place and worship
it forthe welfare of his community.

He therefore, dutyfully carried out the directions
made in the dream and brought the Icon to his place at
Phuljhar and installed it there and worshiped it as the
welfare deity of his community. Phuljhar
was then a part of the Sambalpur Raj but remained
back in Madhya Pradesh when Sambalpur was
transfered from M.P. to Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

": |.JE:I ||.1 .1-:.'3
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| Phuljhar is now in Chhatisgarh.

The regular worship of the deity bore
fruit, but when there was fear of a “Jaban’
invasion, the community moved away to
Sundargarh with the deity and settled down
in village Bhoipali.and.Installed the deity
initially under a tree and worshipped it there.

When the Raja of Gangpur, Sundargarh heard
of the power and benevolence of “Jangha Deb” he
made a visit and wanted to test the power of the deity.
The Raja threw a gold ring in to the river and asked the
worshipers to find it out with the help of Jangha Deb.

The worshipers entered into the river and came
back with a big fish. When the fish was cut, the ring
was foud from its intestine. The Raja was pleased and
having earned faith settled a piece ofland for
the construction of a temple for Jangha Deb. The name
of the deity spread to all directions.

s hamaly The Gond community has
- constructed a temple for the
- deity through comminuty
spporot and

continuing His worship.

Every year on the “Samba
Dasami” Tithi an annual Puja is
held and large number of people
from

Orissa and from outside gather
--q‘E’ * there to participate in the Puja
'l!r-‘_-' = "=+ and have an annual Darshan.




Mahima of the Deity

Itis believed and said that those who during the
annual festival carry the deity in their shoulders during
the Jatra find that all - their “Indriyas’ as if offered in -
oblation to the deity, experience great
physical as well as inner peace and bliss.

However those, who are non-believers are not
able to lift the deity to their shoulders, because of
its great weight.

When the deity is raised by the believers He
guides them to go in the direction as wished by him.

The believers thus run with the godly load on
their shoulders, and they are followed by the sound of
conch, Ghanta and Kahali played by the musicians
running behind.

It is said that, all who asked for boons have
received it by the blessings of Jangha Deb.

It is also said that, any amout of caster oil, that
is poured on the Jangha Deb, it is absorbed by him

and not a drop falls to the ground. There is a tradition
that when Srikrishna’s dead body was set on the
bruning pire, some portions of his body remained
unburnt and these unburnt portions are said to be on
the body of Jangha Deb and therefore to ameliorate
the burning sensation, castor oil is daily applied to
Jangha Deb.

As these worship etc. of Jangha Deb is done by
a very archaic tribe, the matter is not receiving wide
publicity. Since these worship is done in line with that
of Lord Jagannath’s Calendar etc., these Pujas can no
longer remain localised and is likely to spreadout.

Since Jangha Deb has become the centrifugal
force of the faith of a large number of people and
since Devatas alsways agree to the wishes of a large
number of people, there is hope that the worshipers
of Jangha Deb will increase with the flow of time and
people will come forward with heartfelt oblations and
gifts for the development of ~he Temple, its surrounds
and the day to day Reeti and Neeti.
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